
G r i e f  S u p p o r t  f o r  C h i l d r e n  a n d  Te e n s  

W i s s a h i c k o n  H o s p i c e

The David Bradley Children’s Bereavement
Program was established in 1998 in memory of a
young man who received help from Wissahickon
Hospice as a child.

At age 13, David Bradley, who grew up in
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, lost his father
to cancer. During that difficult time, Wissahickon
Hospice’s social worker helped David with 
understanding his emotions and feelings. This
experience had a positive influence on David’s
personal and professional life. It was his wish
that some day he would help children and 
teens in similar circumstances.

Upon David’s untimely death at age 28, his mother
remembered how strongly David felt about the
hospice’s support. David’s mother established the
children’s bereavement program in his memory
through the generosity of David’s family, friends
and colleagues.

WWee  SSeerrvvee  GGrriieevviinngg  CChhiillddrreenn  aanndd  TTeeeennss
The David Bradley Children’s Bereavement Program
helps children and teens cope with the terminal 
illness and death-related losses of a family member 
or special person in their lives.

Our comprehensive, ongoing program serves young
people from ages 2 – 18 of all developmental levels.
All services are free of charge. We offer:

• individual counseling in the home or 
private setting.

• community outreach.

• educational and resource materials.

• group workshops, upon request.

AAbboouutt  WWiissssaahhiicckkoonn  HHoossppiiccee
Wissahickon Hospice provides comfort and 
support services to terminally ill adults and
their families in communities throughout
Philadelphia and surrounding areas.

Wissahickon Hospice’s team of nurses, social
workers, home health aides, pastoral counselors
and trained volunteers work with the patient’s
physician and primary caregiver to care for 
terminally ill patients at home. Bereavement
support services are available to survivors for
one year following the patient’s death.

HHooww  ttoo  CCoonnttaacctt  UUss
To contact the David Bradley Children’s
Bereavement Program, call the program 
coordinator at 1-800-700-8807.

For more information about Wissahickon
Hospice, call 1-800-700-8807, visit our 
website at pennhealth.com/hospice,
or e-mail hospice@uphs.upenn.edu.

Wissahickon Hospice
One Presidential Boulevard
Suite 125
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

TT hh ee   SS tt oo rr yy   oo ff   OO uu rr   CC hh ii ll dd rr ee nn ’’ ss   BB ee rr ee aa vv ee mm ee nn tt   PP rr oo gg rr aa mm

“My mother, along with a local hospice group, encouraged many necessary but
often painful discussions with my family. They enabled me to understand what

was happening to my father, to hear my father’s thoughts about life, and to
articulate my own feelings and emotions about losing him.”

– David’s reflections from his 1997 graduate school application essay.

Mrs. Doris Bradley-Plager with
some young friends enjoying

Popcorn Day at the Phillies, an
annual fund-raising event for the
children’s bereavement program.
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TThhee  NNeeeedd  ffoorr  CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  GGrriieeff  aanndd
BBeerreeaavveemmeenntt  CCoouunnsseelliinngg  
It is estimated that at least two students in 
the average classroom at any time are grieving 
the death of someone, including a parent,
grandparent, sibling, teacher, relative, friend or 
fellow student.1 In addition, 1 out of 20 American
children under age 15 has lost one or both 
parents to death.2

Research suggests that unresolved or unexplored
grief during childhood may influence higher 
degrees of depression, panic disorders, anxiety 
or suicidal thoughts in adults.3

The David Bradley Children’s Bereavement
Program recognizes that outreach and support 
of children and teens in their initial grief may 
help these young people successfully deal 
with recurring grief.

The need for grief support is growing. In 2004,
for example, our program made contact with 
more than 750 children and their families through
individual visits, telephone calls, mailings, and 
pre- and post- bereavement referrals.

IInnddiivviidduuaall  CCoouunnsseelliinngg
Our program’s licensed social worker provides 
individual counseling services — primarily through
home visits — to children who have a family 
member under Wissahickon Hospice’s care.
We offer counseling services before and after the
death of the child’s loved one. Our counselor also
provides surviving parents or guardians with 
support to address the child’s grief. Consultations
with health care or social service professionals 
in the community are also available upon request.

CCoommmmuunniittyy  OOuuttrreeaacchh  aanndd  EEdduuccaattiioonn
Part of the mission of the David Bradley Children’s
Bereavement Program is to provide the community
with educational materials and support services 
to encourage discussion and provide methods for
children and teens to understand their emotions
after the death of a special person in their lives.

OOuurr  cchhiillddrreenn’’ss  bbeerreeaavveemmeenntt  ccoouunnsseelloorr  iiss  
aavvaaiillaabbllee  aass  aa  rreessoouurrccee  ffoorr::

• teachers and school counselors.

• community and non-profit groups.

• churches and school seminars.

• speaking or lecture programs.

In addition, individually designed workshops 
are available upon request. Workshops include
age-appropriate activities such as art projects,
memory books, and journaling.

MMaakkiinngg  aa  DDiiffffeerreennccee
The David Bradley Children’s Bereavement 
Program is a valuable and unique community
resource available to children and teens at no cost 
to the families. The program is funded through 
the generosity of:

• individuals.

• memorial contributions.

• community groups.

• local businesses and corporations.

• grants and foundation support.

Wissahickon Hospice also sponsors special events
and fund-raisers throughout the year to support 
the children’s bereavement program. To learn more
or to receive mailings about our events, please 
contact the hospice’s development coordinator 
at 1-800-700-8807.

““IItt’’ss  ggoooodd  ttoo  kknnooww  II  ccaann  ssttiillll  ccaallll  ((mmyy  ccoouunnsseelloorr))  
wwhheenn  II  ffeeeell  ssaadd,, eevveenn  ttwwoo  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  mmyy  
ggrraannddmmootthheerr’’ss  ddeeaatthh..””

— 15-year-old girl discusses her feelings after 
the death of her grandmother.

““AAss  wwee  ssaatt  ttooggeetthheerr  iinn  tthhee  eevveenniinngg  aafftteerr  tthhee  ccoouunnsseelloorr  hhaadd  mmeett  wwiitthh  mmyy  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  ggiivveenn  tthheemm  aaccttiivviittyy
bbooookkss,, mmyy  sseevveenn--yyeeaarr--oolldd  ssuuddddeennllyy  ccoommmmeenntteedd  tthhaatt  sshhee  nneeeeddeedd  hheerr  bbooookk.. SShhee  llooookkeedd  aatt  iitt  bbrriieeffllyy,,
rreemmeemmbbeerriinngg  wwhhaatt  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ddiissccuusssseedd  tthhaatt  aafftteerrnnoooonn,, aanndd  ssmmiilleedd..””

— Mother of two young girls, ages 7 and 9. Their father was dying with cancer.

““TThhee  cchhiillddrreenn’’ss  bbeerreeaavveemmeenntt  ccoouunnsseelloorr  wwaass  aa  ffaabbuulloouuss  rreessoouurrccee  ffoorr  mmee  aass  mmyy  ttwwoo  yyoouunngg  cchhiillddrreenn  
wweerree  pprreeppaarriinngg  ttoo  ssaayy  ggoooodd--bbyyee  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ggrraannddffaatthheerr.. TThhee  ccoouunnsseelloorr  aallwwaayyss  lliisstteenneedd  ttoo  mmyy  ccoonncceerrnnss,,
rreeaassssuurreedd  mmee  aanndd  vvaalliiddaatteedd  tthhaatt  II  wwaass  ddooiinngg  tthhee  bbeesstt  tthhiinngg..””

— Mother of two young boys, ages 9 and 11, whose grandfather was cared for by Wissahickon Hospice.

David with his mother, 
Mrs. Doris Bradley-Plager
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